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Follow1ng our conversat1on on Fr1day, June 20, 1986, I have rev1ewed the 1tems 
of concern that Elkem has wh1ch have fed back to Un1on Carb1de through Umetco 
1n the past. W1th the poss1b1l1ty of you not be1ng ava1lable on a regular 
bas1s after June 30, 1986, there should be a record of these act1ve 1tems for 
later resolut1on. Cons1der the follow1ng 

1. Elkem S1te- Rad1oact1ve Licenses 

Your letter to Frank McM1llen of March 3, 1986 1nd1cated the act1on be1ng 
taken. On L 1cense 210-0090 relat1ng to portable 1sotope analyzers and 
thor1um bear1ng chem1cals, all of these 1tems have been removed and w1pe 
tests have been made 1n 166 Bu1ld1ng. We have not seen the results of 
these w1pe tests. These areas 1n 166 Bu1ld1ng are not presently 1n use so 
the t1m1ng of del1cens1ng 1s not cr1t1cal. 

On L1cense 950-0139 relat1ng to the south property on the Elkem s1te, 1t 1s 
my understand1rg that the Elkem property cannot be del1censed unt1l contam
lnated s1tes (C4P, Ma1n Plant) on the former Umetco property are sampled 
and cleared. 

Elkem's concern 1s w1th the clay backf1ll that Bob Klotzbach author1zed for 
the formerly contam1nated areas between the paved storage pads on Elkem's 
south property. Don Gregory of Elkem's Eng1neer1ng Department had spec
lfled gravel backf1ll for pad access. Klotzbach proceeded w1th clay 
backf1ll as an exped1ent to meet sampl1ng target dates. The areas 1n 
question cannot support a truck or towmotor 1n wet weather when the clay 
softens. 

Elkem 1s anx1ous to accompl1sh the follow1ng· 

a. Del1cense for non-restr1cted use. Th1s would 1nclude excavat1on for 
underground ut1l1t1es or foot1ngs for structures. 

b. Excavat1on of the clay to an reasonable depth (2 feet?) and backf1ll 
w1th a compacted gravel that could support surface traff1c. 
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2. PCB Transformers 

The three transformers on the roof of 94 Bu1ld1ng cont1nue to be a threat 
to personnel and cont1nued operat1on of the bu1lding below should a sp1ll 
or f1re occur or a transformer tank breech due to corros1on or 1mpact. 

,.~Eventually there w1ll be more restr1ct1Ve federal regulat1ons that could 
~~ d1ctate alterat1on or removal of th1s power supply. 

: Although UCC has JUdged the problem not to be the1rs, Elkem does not agree 
that by leas1ng the fac1l1t1es the PCB legacy becomes merely a ma1ntenance 
problem for Elkem to handle. 

The old adage - 1f 1t 1sn't broken don't f1x 1t, does not apply here s1nce 
the consequences of an 011 leak 1nto the bu1ld1ng could lead to very 
ser1ous loss. We w1ll be 1n pursu1t of a solut1on to th1s problem w1th UCC 
1n the near future. 

3. Holcomb Road Sewer 

There 1s a twofold problem here· 

a. When the Holcomb Road sewer was plugged and abandoned south of 166 
Bu1ld1ng 1n the m1d 1970's, the sewer plug d1d not prevent 1nf1ltrat1on 
from the A Street area. Elkem's best JUdgement 1s that organ1c 1nf1l
trat1on from th1s area to the south is the source of present compl1ance 
problems. 

b. Subs1dence adJacent to the sewer and Bu1ld1ng 94 could be an 1nd1cat1on 
of subsurface eros1on s1m1lar to the s1tuat1on proceed1ng the sewer 
collapse 1n the same area 1n the early 1960's. 

The C1ty 1s aware of both of these problems and we are work1ng toward a 
solut1on. Elkem feels the l1ab1l1ty sequence 1n the event of an 1nc1dent 
would be 1st C1ty of N1agara Falls, 2nd Un1on Carb1de, 3rd Elkem Metals 
Company. 

4. 99 Bu1ld1ng 

Th1s U.S. Vanad1um bu1ld1ng, on the Elkem s1de, has created a number of 
problems for Elkem relat1ng to steam use, sewer contam1nat10ns, uncon
trolled release of chlor1ne and use of outs1de storage areas. Elkem 1s 
mak1ng efforts now to redef1ne some of these problems use areas, wh1ch 
presumably would be between Elkem and U.S. Vanad1um. 

5. Ut 111 ty Use 

Fees for us1ng ut1l1t1es, mostly power and steam, are too h1gh for con
t1nued econom1c operat1on. Negot1at1ons for reduct1on w1ll proceed through 
the L1nde Bulk Gas representat1ves now handl1ng ut1l1t1es. 

6. Asbestos Decontam1nat1on 

Umetco has completed the asbestos decontam1nat1on program 1n 169 and 166 
Bu1ld1ngs to Elkem's sat1sfact1on as deta1led 1n your letter of January 30, 
1986. 
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7. Property Taxes 

There cont1nues to be some d1sagreement between UCC-Elkem and the C1ty on 
assessment values and fa1r apport1onment of taxes. Work 1s under way to 
try to resolve th1s 1ssue. 

As far as your 1nvolvement Don, 1t would seem that Item 1 - Rad1oact1v1ty, 
would be someth1ng that you or Jack Kagetsu should try to assure 1s completed. 
Ideally Elkem•s south property could be del1censed th1s summer so that the 
gravel for clay upgrad1ng could be completed before the wet fall weather 
beg1ns. 

Items 2-7 obv1ously have longer term solut1ons wh1ch may 1nvolve new people. 

In clos1ng, I would l1ke to commend both you and Al Ganas for the profess1onal 
way that you botn movea tnrough th1s per,od of pullout from the labs. You were 
well organ1zed, cooperat1ve, thorough and a pleasure to work w1th. 

S1ncerely yours, 

8621/rmm 
RAC1 
Cop1es c R. Allenbach 

R E Deweese 
T J Kagetsu 
F A. K1ng 
F v t~ct·11 11 en 
D. G. M1llenbruch 
J G Oxaal 
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